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Statewide Pow-Wow Unites Indian Trib
Tobacco Prevention 

First-ever Smoke-free Indian Unity Conference T
  
Raleigh, NC (March 16, 2005) – Once deeply rooted in Native America
welcome at the 30th annual North Carolina Indian Unity Conference, wh
North Raleigh Hilton on Thursday, March 17th.  Thischange comes in re
American population suffers from the highest death rates of tobacco-rela
 
Keeping young people away from tobacco products will be the subject o
Message: Stop Tobacco Addiction” Initiative panel discussion that is ope
3 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Tobacco addition is one of the many provocative iss
the conference, which is the first event in North Carolina to bring togethe
American tribes. 
 
The tobacco-free effort is the work of the North Carolina Commission of 
the NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund (HWTF) as part of its statewide
initiative.  At the Thursday seminar, Unity leaders will announce a new "
young Native Americans both appreciate the historic uses of tobacco am
grave health risks that tobacco products pose.  
  
In addition to Thursday afternoon's tobacco prevention seminar, a colorf
will celebrate traditional Native American music, dance and dress.    
  
The tribes represented at the Unity Conference include the Lumbee Trib
Indian Tribe, Haliwa-Saponi Indian Tribe, Sappony, Meherrin Indian Trib
Nation, Waccamaw-Siouan Tribe and the Eastern Band of Cherokee.  
 
WHO:   Native Americans from across the state representing ev

             American Indian N-O-T (Not on Tobacco) coordinators 
 
WHAT:  Panel discussion on Native American tobacco issues an

Voices One Message: Stop Tobacco Addiction” Initiative
 
WHERE:  North Raleigh Hilton, 3415 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh,
 
WHEN:  Thursday, March 17th from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m.  
 
ABOUT THE NC HEALTH AND WELLNESS TRUST FUND: 
The NC Health and Wellness Trust Fund makes North Carolina stronger
funding programs that promote preventive health. Created by the Gener
of North Carolina's share of the national tobacco settlement, HWTF has 
preventive health initiatives and $78 million to fund a prescription drug a
please visit www.hwtfc.org. 
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